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ACADEMY UPDATE 35 

 

Dear parents and Carers 
 
What a sad day yesterday was, our Year 11s had their final day at school. There was lots of shirt signing, high 

excitement and also some sadness as they realised that they are now transitioning onto the next stage of their 

precious young lives. We wish each one of them all the very best for their next steps whether in college or 

apprenticeship. Everything we do here in Bexhill Academy is firmly focused around enabling every young person 

to be employment ready and this means in attitudes and behaviours – not just GCSE results. Grades are just one 

measure of them as a person. We have encouraged them to be respectful of themselves and others, to be able to 

work well in teams and to show initiative, to dress well and show confidence. Above all else to be kind and a 

decent person. I am proud of every one of our young people. They have faced challenges with great resilience and 

I have no doubt that they will walk onwards proudly and take their place in the world knowing they are 

exceptional and able to change it for the better. We hope they have a fabulous summer and keep safe! 

The Bexfest festival in coming and all students in the school are able to wear non-uniform on that day Friday 1st 

July. It will be a lovely day for all students as we end the week on a high. Normal lessons will run as usual next 

Friday and all students should be attending school. As you are probably already aware the government is ensuring 

that school attendance for all children is tracked closely and fines issued for persistent non-attendance. Please 

talk to us. If there is a reason your child is not wanting to attend school we must work together but attendance to 

school is a child’s right to be educated and the law. 

I have had a number of complaints from members of the public who feel that skirt length is an issue increasingly. I 

have to agree. Short skirts rolled up to a point where bum cheeks are visible is not acceptable. Please speak to 

your daughter about maintaining a decent skirt length and following the Academy uniform expectations. The 

majority are extremely smart and uniform is generally excellent but as we continue into the summer 

accommodations such as not wearing a blazer and carrying water are helpful during heatwaves. We consult 

regularly for student feedback and they are in agreement and feel supported by the adaptations to uniform 

during the heatwave. 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend and we look forward to the final week of this academic year next week 

before students graduate into their next Year group on Monday 4th July. 

 
Warmest wishes, 

 
 
Catherine Davies 
Executive Principal 
MA, MBA, BA (Hons), NPQH 
 



A reminder of the Year staff changes post 4th July in case you missed them last week 

Year 7  
Learning Leader – Natalie Bishop – Natalie.bishop@bexhillacademy.org 
Learning Manager – Nikki Austin – Nikki.austin@bexhillacademy.org 
 
Year 8  
Learning Leader – Alex Humphrey – Alex.humphrey@bexhillacademy.org 
Learning Manager – Denise Bradbury – Denise.bradbury@bexhillacademy.org 
 
Year 9  
Learning Leader – Matt Dann – Matthew.dann@bexhillacademy.org 
Learning Manager – Kim Fuller – Kim.fuller@bexhillacademy.org 
 
Year 10  
Learning Leader – Ben Eldridge – Ben.eldridge@bexhillacademy.org 
Learning Manager – Nicky Humphries – Nicola.humphries@bexhillacademy.org 
 
Year 11  
Learning Leader – Mike Hutchins – Michael.hutchins@bexhillacademy.org 
Learning Manager – Cheryl Kemp – Cheryl.Kemp@bexhillacademy.org 
 

Calendar Dates 
 
Monday 27th June – Year 11 Final Assembly 
Wednesday 29th June – INSET DAY – Students do not attend school 
Thursday 30th June – Year 11 Prom  
Monday 1st July - Bexfest and non-uniform day for all 
Monday 4th – Friday 8th June – Year 10 Work Experience 
Wednesday 13th & Thursday 14th July – Scholarship Event 
Thursday 21st July – Red Carpet Event 
Thursday 21st July – Sports Day – Students will finish school at lunchtime. 
 

 Safeguarding Update    
 
Dear Parents,  
 
The weather is warmer and we are so very lucky to live on the coast and be able to visit 
the beach on those long hot summer days. Water Safety Week, which is also known as 
Drowning Prevention Week, is a summer water safety campaign across the UK and Ireland that happens every 
year. In 2022, this campaign will run from the 18th to the 25th of June. The main goal of Water Safety Week is to 
teach people the necessary skills and knowledge that they need to be safe and have fun in the water.  
 
Drowning, in its essence, is when too much water gets into the lungs, which then prevents oxygen from getting to 
the blood. This, in turn, means that there is a lack of oxygen getting to the brain and the rest of the body. Another 
scary thing about drowning is how quickly it can happen. In fact. It can take less than 2 minutes after a person is 
submerged underwater for them to completely drown. 
 
This is why teaching kids all about water safety is so important. 
 
What are the 4 Parts of the Water Safety Code? 



Teaching your kids all about the water safety code is a great way to kick off Water Safety Week in 2022. The code 
has all of the information that kids need to enjoy their time in the water whilst still keeping their wits about them 
and staying safe. It is also really reassuring for parents letting their kids going in the water, as they can be sure 
that they have all of the tools they need to stay safe. 
The 4 parts of the Water Safety Code are:  
 
Spot the danger  

 Make sure to check for hazards. 

 If you are in a swimming pool, stay in whichever depth you are comfortable with. 

 If you are in open water, make sure to stay close to land.  
 

Take advice  

 Always read the signs, they are not there to be ignored. 

 Make sure there is a lifeguard present before you go into the water. 

 Wear a buoyancy aid or life jacket if you need one.  
 

Go with a friend  

 Swimming with your friends and family is much safer than going in alone, as they are able to get help in 
the event of an emergency.  
 

Learn what to do in an emergency  

 Find the nearest phone and call either 999 or 112 to get help. 

 Shout loudly to get the attention of people who can help. 

 Leave the saving to the lifeguards: never go into the water yourself to try and help someone.  
 

Important Water Safety Rules 
Here are some more important rules for staying safe in the water:  

 If you are on rocky, rough, or uneven surfaces, make sure to wear protective footwear. 

 If you are in the open water, don't swim out too far. 

 Pretending to drown is not funny, and should not be done as a joke.  

 Try not to bring glass containers to the beach. If glass breaks and gets mixed into the sand, it can make 
walking very dangerous. 

 When in the sea, always face the waves, instead of turning your back on them.  

 Before you try going into the water, especially open water, make sure you know how to swim.  
 

Some of the Biggest Dangers Associated with the Water  

 Always make sure that you are wearing plenty of sun protection before venturing outside. This is 
especially important if you are going into the water because the reflection from the water makes the 
sun's rays stronger, meaning you are more likely to burn. 

 When you’re swimming, it can be easy to get dehydrated. This is why it is so important to drink water to 
stay on top of your hydration. 

 At the first sight of a storm, you should get out of the water. If lightning strikes the water while you are in 
it, the consequences can be fatal. 

 Don't swim in the dark. If you can’t see where you are going or what is around you, you are more likely to 
get lost. 

 
Deborah Holter  
Designated Safeguarding Lead   
 
 

Mental Health Update – Please see the attached letter 
 



Mrs Watson – English 

My Year 10s have been incredible all week, focussed, engaged and many 

philosophical discussions around their GCSE poetry 

Oliver R, Kim S, Rio G, Jade M, Lianna F, Lily-Rose L, Thomas M, Kimberly S,  James W, 

Emanuel P Da S. 

Ms Purdy – Food Tech 

Year 10 

Charlotte E & Brandon C – Independently following a recipe to produce outstanding egg custard tarts 

Mrs Rockett – Maths 

Y7 - Stanley Z, Darcey P, Molly H, Gemma D, Katie B 

Y8 - Poppy M, Riley D 

Y9 - Daniel F, Jason-Lee B, Maya H, Boris K 

Ms Ransom – Mental Health First Aider 

The following as superstar learners for helped me with a project: 

Austin S (8BA3), Keila G (9BA2), Bethany P (7BA3), Freddie R (8BA11), Aaron H (8BA8), Max R (8BA10) 

Mr Wickens – Resistant Materials 

Toby Marriott and Sarah Lie yr9 have completed their lamp projects and have done very well. They have 

presented two very colourful lamps which have halving joints, been bolted together using nuts and bolts. 

Dan Errington lamp project…….Used a vinyl record to finish off his lamp. He used the vacuum former and a mould 

to bend mould the record over a former which produced a very nice result.    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Mrs Watts – Art 

Keep up to date with the latest news from Follow That Duck art trail 

Stay up to date with Follow That Duck and get involved with the conversation using your preferred 
social media network. 

 Facebook @followthatduck 

 Instagram @followthatduck and by using the hashtag#followthatduck 

 Twitter @followthatduck and by using the hashtag #followthatduck 

Welcome to Follow that Duck 2022 Art trail. 

From today, Friday 24th June Hastings and Rother will offer nesting sites for 30 large Rubber Duck 

sculptures and 21 smaller Rubber Ducklings, creating a live art trail from Hastings Old Town to Bexhill on 

Sea.  This fun, free, family friendly event will create an art gallery of fabulous creativity and inspiration 

within our local communities. 

Our Follow that Duck trail maps and our Follow that Duck app will both be available from Monday 20th 
June.  The App can be downloaded from your App store, maps picked up from a wide range of venues 
along the trail route – grab your copy and wend your way along the coast – can you find all the Ducks? 

Follow that Duck Trail - Bexhill section 
Our Rubber Ducks and Ducklings will be in their nesting places in Bexhill on the seafront and beach, in 
parks, on the streets, in cafes and more, from Friday 24th June until Sunday 4th September 2022. Follow 
that Duck maps and the App will be available from Monday 20th June. Please do keep popping back for 
more trail updates, including a full list of map suppliers. 
 

 

Follow that Duck Trail - Hastings and St Leonards section 
Our Rubber Ducks and Ducklings will be in their nesting places in St Leonards and Hastings, on the 
seafront, in parks, on the streets, in shopping centres and lots more places, from Friday 24th June until 
Sunday 4th September 2022. Follow that Duck maps and the App will be available from Monday 20th 
June. Please do keep popping back for more trail updates, including a full list of map suppliers. 

https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelshospice
https://www.instagram.com/stmhospice/
https://twitter.com/STMHospice


 
 

Lastly, Bexhill Academy Art department are very pleased to announce that our Ducklings will be nesting in Bexhill 

Library until 03.09.22. Please show your support, come, and see our amazing creations. We think they are 

BRILLIANT……… what do you think?  Well done to all our students whom designed, created and painted these 

masterpieces. 

Mary Watts  

Director of Arts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


